
Year 2 Newsletter 
                 ‘Was Christopher Columbus a pirate or a pioneer?’  

Spring Term 2019 

Project Overview 
 

This term our REAL Project has a Geography, History and 
DT focus. We will be learning all about pirates and 
pioneers – with a key focus on Christopher Columbus.  
 

Curriculum Links 
 

English –  

 Information text – pirates/pioneers 
fact file 

 Description (setting- Grandad’s 
Island) 

 Biography – Christopher Columbus 

 Narrative – Bubbles 
 
Maths  

Multiplication and division, time, fractions, 
addition and subtraction, money and 2D and 
3D shapes.  

Science  
Materials  
Identify and compare the suitability of a 
variety of everyday materials for different 
uses 
  
Find out how the shapes of solid materials 
can be changed by  squashing/ bending etc 
 
Geography  
Use simple compass directions to describe 
the location of features and routes on a 
map. 
Devise a simple map and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 
 
History 
Events beyond living memory that are 
significant globally (Christopher Columbus 
discovering other lands). 
 
The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to international 
achievements (Christopher Columbus). 
 
Compare modern day explorer (aspects of 
life in different periods). 
 

 

Important Dates 
 

Date Event 

17.01.19 Trip to the Maritime Museum– 
children to come to school in 
their school uniform as usual. 

15.02.19 Break up for Half Term 

7.03.19 World Book Day 

21.03.19 Y1 and Y2 ‘dress up event’ 
29.10.18 Break up for the end of term 

 

 
 

Project Timeline 
 
Project launch- Trip to the Maritime Museum 
Mini-outcome 1 – Art/DT junk models and 
paintings 
Mini-outcome 2 - History research/factfile 
Mini-outcome 3 – Y1 and Y2 ‘dress up event’ 
Final outcome – Aspirations Tree 
 

Reading 
 

All the children have now read in school and have books 
to take home in a plastic wallet. Each week your child 
will be given a reading book to share at home. Please 
help us by writing in the blue home-school reading 
record when you read with your child. This helps a lot 
because we can then move the 
children on to new books more 
quickly. Please encourage your 
child to bring their reading book 
bag into school every day – we 



never know when we will be able to squeeze an extra 
read in. 
 

Spellings 
 

Spellings will be sent home on Fridays and the children 
will be tested on them the following Friday.  
There are lots of ways to help your child to learn their 
spellings; some ideas are: use the ‘look, cover, write, 
check’ method (where you look at the word and say the 
letters, the word is then covered up and your child tries 
to remember the word and writes it down then you 
check whether the word was spelt correctly); when 
more confident that your child can spell the words, see 
how many times they can write the word in 30 seconds 
(the children love this one!); chant the letters of the 
word whilst marching, clapping, stamping etc. 
 
Some parents have asked for another copy of their 
child’s Spelling Shed log-in details. We have copied them 
for everyone just in case.  
We have noticed that the children who use Spelling Shed 
regularly have really improved their spelling test scores 
and can we can see an improvement in their 
independent writing so please try to find time to use it. 

Art and DT 
 
Experiment with tools and techniques 
Work on different scales 
Print with a range of hard and soft materials 
(sponge, corks etc) 
Experiment with constructing and joining 
materials 
Collage- creating images with a variety of 
materials 
Look/compare a range of seascape artists 
Generate, develop , model and communicate 
their ideas through talking, drawing 
templates  
Select from and use a range of tools and 
equipment (including construction) to 
perform practical tasks  
Evaluate their ideas against design criteria 
Explore and use mechanisms 
 
Computing – Purple Mash 
Unit 2.1 Coding (5 weeks) 
Unit 2.2 Online Safety (2 weeks) 
Unit 2.4 Questioning (5 weeks) 

 

 

 PE 
 

Our PE lesson is on 
Monday. This year we are 
asking that the children 
leave their PE kits in school for the half term.  
 
Please make sure that all your child’s clothing and 
footwear is clearly named (not just PE kits). 
Getting 30 children changed for PE is so much 
easier if we can find everyone’s clothes at the end 
of the day! 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
 

We love celebrating special 
days with the children. We 
would really appreciate it if, 
when you send cakes into 
school to share, that they are already cut into 
pieces. 

Keeping up-to-date with us! 
 

Remember to follow our Twitter page and keep up with 
what we are doing on our class pages on the school website. 

 
Twitter: @year2_STOL         

  Website: https://www.stteresaoflisieux.co.uk/ 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Year 2 Teachers: Mrs Roche 
                               Miss Donaghy 

Year 2 Teaching Assistants: Mrs Doyle   &  Mrs Dolan 
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